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Abstract
This document is both a guide and a template for papers submitted to the 16th International Scientific Conference “International Dialogue: East – West,” organized by the International Slavic University - Sveti Nikole, North Macedonia. It explains what to submit, how to format a manuscript with the custom styles built into this file, and how to cite sources, present tables and figures, and list references according to the seventh edition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA Style). The simplest way to prepare a compliant paper is to type over the text of this document while keeping its styles unchanged. Your own abstract should be a single paragraph of 150 to 250 words that states the research problem, the approach or method, the main findings, and their implications. Do not include citations, tables, figures, or undefined abbreviations in the abstract. (This paragraph uses the EW Abstract Body style.)
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1
Thank you for your interest in presenting your work at the International Scientific Conference “International Dialogue: East – West.” Accepted papers are published in the conference journal of the same name, which brings together research in economics, security engineering, informatics, and related fields. To ensure a consistent presentation across the journal and facilitate the review process, all authors are required to prepare their manuscripts using the official conference paper template and to follow the guidelines below.
In accordance with APA Style (7th edition), the opening section of the paper should not have a separate heading, such as “Introduction,” as the paper title serves this purpose. When preparing your submission, please make sure that you
use the official conference paper template without modifying its page layout, formatting, or predefined styles;
follow APA Style (7th edition) for headings, in-text citations, tables, figures, and the reference list;
stay within the length limits given in the Paper Length and Language section;
submit an editable Word (.docx) file through the online application form by 1 December 2026;
proofread the whole paper, including the reference list, before submitting it. (This is the EW Bullet Point style.)
What to Submit
Files
Submit one Word (.docx) file that contains the complete paper: title, author information, abstract, keywords, main text, tables, figures, and references. Name the file with the corresponding author’s family name and a short version of the title, for example, Lastname_ShortTitle.docx. PDF files, scanned documents, and password-protected files cannot be accepted for review.
Submit the file through the online application form no later than 1 December 2026. You will receive confirmation of receipt within 10 working days.
Paper Length and Language
Papers should be 5 to 10 pages long in this template, including tables, figures, and references. The abstract should contain 150–250 words and be followed by three to six keywords. Papers must be written in English.
Originality and Review
Submitted papers must be original and must not have been published, or be under review, elsewhere. Each paper is reviewed by two anonymous reviewers from the relevant scientific field. Authors are fully responsible for the originality, accuracy, and language editing of their papers. Papers that do not follow this template or APA Style may be returned to the authors for correction before they are sent for review.
Using This Template
Page Layout
The template is set up for A4 paper (21 × 29.7 cm) with margins of 2.5 cm at the top and bottom and 2 cm on the left and right. The title, author information, abstract, and keywords run across the full page width; the main text is set in two columns, each 8.1 cm wide, with a 0.8 cm gap between them. Please do not change these settings.
The running head at the top of each page and the page number at the bottom are already in place. Do not add other headers, footers, or watermarks.
Font and Spacing
All styles use Times New Roman. Main text is 10 pt, single-spaced, and justified, with the first line of every paragraph indented 0.5 cm. Do not insert empty lines between paragraphs; the styles add the necessary space around headings, tables, and figures automatically. Keep all text black. Color may be used inside figures, but figures must remain readable when printed in grayscale.
Custom Styles
The template includes a set of custom styles whose names all begin with EW (for East – West), so they appear together in Word’s Styles pane (Home → Styles, or Alt + Ctrl + Shift + S). Apply these styles rather than formatting text manually, and do not use Word’s built-in styles such as Normal, Heading 1, or Title. Table 1 lists the styles and where to use them.
Table 1
Custom Styles in This Template
	Style
	Use for

	EW Paper Title
	Title of the paper

	EW Author Names
	Author names with superscript affiliation numbers

	EW Affiliation
	One line per affiliation

	EW Corresponding Email
	Corresponding author’s e-mail

	EW Abstract Label
	The word “Abstract”

	EW Abstract Body
	Abstract paragraph

	EW Keywords
	Keywords line

	EW Heading Level 1–3
	Section headings (see Headings)

	EW Body Text
	All regular paragraphs

	EW Block Quotation
	Quotations of 40 or more words

	EW Bullet Point
	Bulleted lists

	EW Numbered Point
	Numbered lists

	EW Table Number / Title
	Label and title above a table

	EW Table Text
	Text inside table cells

	EW Table Note
	Note below a table

	EW Figure Number / Title
	Label and title above a figure

	EW Figure Image
	Paragraph holding the image

	EW Figure Note
	Note below a figure

	EW Equation
	Displayed, numbered equations

	EW Reference Entry
	Each entry in the reference list


Note. When pasting text from another document, use Paste Special → Keep Text Only, then apply the appropriate EW style.
Title, Authors, and Abstract
Title
The title should be concise and informative and should ideally fit on no more than two lines. Write it in title case as defined by APA Style: capitalize the first word, the first word after a colon or dash, all words of four letters or more, and all major words (nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, and adverbs). Lowercase short conjunctions, articles, and prepositions of three letters or fewer. For example: Digital Transformation of Small Businesses in the Western Balkans: Evidence From North Macedonia. Avoid abbreviations in the title.
Authors and Affiliations
Give each author’s first name, middle initial (if any), and family name, without academic titles or degrees. Link authors to their affiliations with superscript numbers and list each affiliation on its own line (department, institution, city, and country). Mark the corresponding author with an asterisk and provide their e-mail address. Authors with an ORCID iD are encouraged to add it after the e-mail line.
Abstract and Keywords
Write the abstract as one paragraph, as described above. Place the keywords directly below it, introduced by the italicized label Keywords: and written in lowercase (except proper nouns), separated by commas.
Headings
APA Style defines five levels of headings; most conference papers need only the first three. Headings are not numbered. Use the following styles:
Level 1: Centered, Bold, Title Case (EW Heading Level 1), for main sections such as Method, Results, Discussion, and References.
Level 2: Flush Left, Bold, Title Case (EW Heading Level 2).
Level 3: Flush Left, Bold Italic, Title Case (EW Heading Level 3). (This list uses the EW Numbered Point style.)
This Is an Example of a Level 3 Heading
The text after a heading at any level starts as a new, indented paragraph. If you divide a section into subsections, create at least two of them.
Citing Sources in the Text
Use the APA author–date system. Every work cited in the text must appear in the reference list, and every entry in the reference list must be cited in the text. Do not use footnotes or endnotes to cite sources.
Basic Citation Formats
A citation can be parenthetical, with the author and year in parentheses—(Novak, 2023)—or narrative, with the author’s name as part of the sentence—Novak (2023). Table 2 shows the basic formats. Use “&” within parentheses and “and” in narrative citations.
Table 2
Basic In-Text Citation Formats
	Author type
	Parenthetical
	Narrative

	One author
	(Novak, 2023)
	Novak (2023)

	Two authors
	(Novak & Petrov, 2023)
	Novak and Petrov (2023)

	Three or more authors
	(Novak et al., 2023)
	Novak et al. (2023)

	Group author, first citation
	(International Monetary Fund [IMF], 2024)
	International Monetary Fund (IMF, 2024)

	Group author, later citations
	(IMF, 2024)
	IMF (2024)


Note. Author names are illustrative. Adapted from the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.).
When citing several works in the same parentheses, list them in alphabetical order and separate them with semicolons (Ilievska, 2021; Novak & Petrov, 2023). Distinguish works by the same author from the same year by adding lowercase letters after the year (Novak, 2022a, 2022b). If a work has no author, use the first few words of its title in place of the author’s name.
Direct Quotations
Quote directly only when the exact wording matters; otherwise, paraphrase. Always give a page number (p. 12) or page range (pp. 12–14) for a direct quotation; for sources without page numbers, give a paragraph number (para. 4). Quotations of fewer than 40 words are enclosed in double quotation marks within the paragraph. Quotations of 40 words or more are set as block quotations in the EW Block Quotation style, without quotation marks, with the citation placed after the final punctuation:
This is an example of a block quotation. It is used for quotations of 40 words or more, starts on a new line, and is indented from the left margin without quotation marks. The citation follows the final punctuation mark and includes the page number, so that readers can find the passage in the original source. (Lastname, 2024, p. 27)
Secondary Sources
Cite secondary sources sparingly, only when the original is unavailable. Name the original work and cite the source you actually read: (Lastname, 1990, as cited in Novak, 2023). Only the secondary source (Novak, 2023) appears in the reference list.
Tables and Figures
Tables and figures follow APA format, as shown in Tables 1 and 2 and Figure 1. Number them in the order in which they are first mentioned, refer to each one in the text by its number (e.g., “as shown in Figure 1”), and place it after the paragraph in which it is first mentioned. Each table and figure has four parts:
Number: the bold label (e.g., Table 1) above the table or figure, in EW Table Number or EW Figure Number style.
Title: a brief, descriptive title in italic title case on the next line, in EW Table Title or EW Figure Title style.
Body: for tables, use EW Table Text and horizontal rules only (top, below the column headings, and bottom), with no vertical lines; for figures, insert the image in line with the text in EW Figure Image style.
Note (optional): placed below and beginning with the italicized word Note., to explain abbreviations or symbols or to credit the source of the data or a reproduced image.
Tables and figures should fit within one column (8.1 cm). If one cannot be made legible at that width, it may span both columns: insert a continuous section break set to one column before it and another set to two columns after it. Images should have a resolution of at least 300 dpi, and text in figures should be at least 8 pt.
Figure 1
Example of an APA-Style Figure
[image: ]
Note. The data are illustrative. A figure note explains abbreviations or symbols and gives the source of data or images taken from other works.
Numbers, Statistics, and Equations
Use words for numbers below 10 and numerals for 10 and above, except for numbers with units of measurement (5 cm), percentages (7%), times, ages, scores, and statistical results, which always take numerals. Use a leading zero before decimals for values that can exceed 1 (0.75 m) but not for values that cannot, such as correlations and probabilities (r = .45, p < .001). Italicize statistical symbols written with Latin letters (M, SD, N, t, F, p), but not Greek letters; for example, (M = 3.42, SD = 0.87).
Set displayed equations on their own line in the EW Equation style and number them consecutively in parentheses at the right margin, as in Equation 1:
	Y = β0 + β1X + ε	(1)
Writing Style
Write clearly and concisely, and use bias-free language. Define each abbreviation the first time it appears, for example, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and use it consistently afterward. Use either American or British spelling throughout the paper, not a mixture of the two. Use the past tense to describe your method and results and the present tense to discuss their implications.
Before You Submit
Please check that:
the paper uses this template and only the EW styles;
the title, author names, affiliations, and corresponding author’s e-mail are complete;
the abstract has 150–250 words and is followed by three to six keywords;
every in-text citation appears in the reference list, and every reference is cited in the text;
all tables and figures are numbered, titled, and referred to in the text;
the paper is 5 to 10 pages long; and
the file is named Lastname_ShortTitle.docx and uploaded through the online application form by 1 December 2026.
Acknowledgments
This section is optional. Use it to acknowledge funding sources (with grant numbers) and people who contributed to the work but are not authors. Place it immediately before the references.
References
List all references in alphabetical order by the family name of the first author, using the EW Reference Entry style, which applies the hanging indent automatically. Include up to 20 authors per reference. Give a DOI as a link (https://doi.org/…) whenever one exists; for online works without a DOI, give the URL. Italicize the titles of books and reports and the names and volume numbers of journals. For works in other languages, give the original title followed by an English translation in square brackets; for works in Cyrillic or other non-Latin scripts, transliterate (romanize) author names and titles. The examples below show the most common reference types; delete the highlighted labels in your paper.
[Journal article] Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of the article in sentence case. Title of the Journal, 12(3), 123–145. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxx
[Article in another language] Lastname, A. (2025). Naslov na trudot [Title of the paper]. Megjunaroden dijalog: Istok – Zapad, 11(1), 25–32.
[Book] Author, A. A. (Year). Title of the book in sentence case (2nd ed.). Publisher Name. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxx
[Chapter in an edited book] Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of the chapter. In E. E. Editor & F. F. Editor (Eds.), Title of the book (pp. 45–67). Publisher Name.
[Paper in conference proceedings] Author, A. A. (Year). Title of the paper. In E. E. Editor (Ed.), Title of the proceedings (pp. 11–17). Publisher Name. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxx
[Conference presentation] Author, A. A. (Year, Month Day–Day). Title of the presentation [Paper presentation]. Name of the Conference, City, Country. https://xxxx
[Report by a group author] Name of Organization. (Year). Title of the report (Report No. 123). https://xxxx
[Web page] Author, A. A. (Year, Month Day). Title of the web page. Site Name. https://xxxx
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